Reading Comprehension Passages and Question Sets
Eight original passages spanning KS1 to upper KS2, covering fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. Each set of questions applies the comprehension strategies from LearningMole's reading comprehension guide, including the “Clue + Knowledge = Inference” approach.
How to use this pack: work through a passage in one sitting, or split retrieval questions from inference and evaluation questions across two sessions. The answer key is separated at the end so pages can be printed for a child without the answers showing.
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The Lost Kitten
Passage 1  ·  KS1 (Year 1–2)  ·  Fiction  ·  approx. 130 words
Mia heard a tiny sound behind the shed. It was soft, like a squeak. She looked behind the old plant pots and found a small grey kitten. It was shivering and its fur was wet from the rain.
“Don't worry, little one,” said Mia gently. “I will look after you.” She wrapped the kitten in her scarf and carried it inside. Mum put a towel by the radiator and Mia laid the kitten down carefully.
The kitten drank some warm milk from a small bowl. Soon it stopped shivering and began to purr. Mia smiled. She decided to call the kitten Storm, because she had found it on such a rainy day.
That night, Storm curled up on the end of Mia's bed and fell fast asleep.
Questions
1. [Retrieval] Where did Mia find the kitten?
 
2. [Retrieval] What did Mia wrap the kitten in?
 
3. [Vocabulary] What does the word ‘shivering’ tell us about how the kitten was feeling?
 
4. [Inference] Clue + Knowledge = Inference. The kitten stopped shivering after drinking warm milk. What do we know about warm drinks? What can we infer about how the kitten felt afterwards?
 
5. [Prediction] What do you think Mia might do the next morning? Why?
 


All About Bees
Passage 2  ·  KS1 (Year 1–2)  ·  Non-fiction  ·  approx. 140 words
Bees are small insects that live almost everywhere in the world. Most bees are black and yellow, and they have four wings, even though it can look like they only have two.
Bees visit flowers to collect a sweet liquid called nectar. They use the nectar to make honey inside their hive. While they are visiting flowers, bees also carry a yellow powder called pollen from one flower to another. This is called pollination, and it helps new flowers and plants grow.
A hive can hold thousands of bees. Most of the bees in a hive are worker bees, who collect food and look after the young bees. There is usually only one queen bee, and her job is to lay eggs.
Without bees, many of the fruits and vegetables we eat would not be able to grow.
Questions
1. [Retrieval] What colour are most bees?
 
2. [Retrieval] What is the sweet liquid that bees collect from flowers called?
 
3. [Vocabulary] What does the word ‘pollination’ mean, based on what the text tells you?
 
4. [Retrieval] What is the job of the queen bee?
 
5. [Summarising] In one sentence, explain why bees are important.
 


The Treehouse Secret
Passage 3  ·  Lower KS2 (Year 3–4)  ·  Fiction  ·  approx. 260 words
Jamal climbed the rope ladder two rungs at a time, his heart thudding with excitement. Ever since he and his sister Priya had found the old treehouse at the bottom of the garden, he had been desperate to explore it properly.
“Wait for me!” Priya called, scrambling up behind him. Inside, dusty light filtered through gaps in the wooden walls. A faded blanket lay in one corner, and beside it sat a small tin box, its metal edges rusted with age.
Jamal knelt down and lifted the lid carefully. Inside were a handful of old photographs, a folded map with strange symbols drawn in pencil, and a short note written in looping, faded handwriting: “To whoever finds this next, keep the adventure going.”
Priya's eyes widened. “Do you think someone left this here on purpose?” she asked.
Jamal turned the map over in his hands. The symbols didn't match anything in their garden, not exactly, but one mark looked suspiciously like the old oak tree by the fence. “There's only one way to find out,” he said, folding the map back up. “We follow it.”
Outside, the afternoon sun was already beginning to dip lower in the sky, but neither of them wanted to wait until tomorrow.
Questions
1. [Retrieval] What three things did Jamal find inside the tin box?
 
2. [Vocabulary] Find a word in the text that means ‘looked at very carefully’. What clue helped you find it?
 
3. [Inference] Clue + Knowledge = Inference. Jamal's heart was “thudding with excitement” as he climbed the ladder. What do we know about how our hearts feel when we are excited? What does this tell us about how much Jamal wanted to explore the treehouse?
 
4. [Inference] Why do you think the note was written to “whoever finds this next” rather than to a specific person?
 
5. [Prediction] What do you think Jamal and Priya will find if they follow the map? Give a reason for your answer using a clue from the text.
 
6. [Summarising] Summarise what happens in this passage in no more than two sentences.
 


The Great Fire of London
Passage 4  ·  Lower KS2 (Year 3–4)  ·  Non-fiction  ·  approx. 260 words
In September 1666, a huge fire swept through the city of London, destroying thousands of homes in just a few days. It began in the early hours of a Sunday morning, in a bakery on Pudding Lane owned by a man named Thomas Farriner.
At the time, most houses in London were built very close together, and many were made mostly of wood. This meant that once a fire started, it could spread extremely quickly from one building to the next. A strong wind that week made the flames spread even faster than usual.
The fire burned for four days. It destroyed most of the old city, including thousands of houses and many important buildings, such as St Paul's Cathedral. Remarkably, official records suggest that very few people died in the fire itself, although many families lost their homes and everything they owned.
After the fire, the city was rebuilt with important new rules. Houses had to be made from brick or stone instead of wood, and streets were made wider so that fires would be less likely to spread so easily in the future.
The Great Fire of London remains one of the most well-known events in English history, and it changed the way cities were built for centuries afterwards.
Questions
1. [Retrieval] In which year did the Great Fire of London happen?
 
2. [Retrieval] Where did the fire begin, and who owned the building?
 
3. [Vocabulary] What does the word ‘remarkably’ suggest about the number of deaths, compared with what you might expect from such a big fire?
 
4. [Inference] Why do you think the fire was able to spread so quickly through the city?
 
5. [Summarising] Using your own words, summarise how the Great Fire of London changed the way the city was rebuilt.
 


The Old Oak Tree
Passage 5  ·  Lower KS2 (Year 3–4)  ·  Poetry  ·  approx. 90 words
The old oak stands at the edge of the field,
Its branches like arms, stretched wide and revealed.
A hundred summers have come and have gone,
Yet still the old oak stands tall and stands strong.

Its roots dig down deep where the cool earth lies still,
Its leaves catch the wind blowing over the hill.
The children who climb it, then grow up and leave,
Come back years later, and still it will breathe.

Some trees are cut down, some wither, some fall,
But the old oak keeps watching, keeps growing through all.
A quiet, old giant that time cannot own,
The old oak still stands there, unshaken, alone.
Questions
1. [Vocabulary] The poem describes the oak's branches as being “like arms, stretched wide”. What kind of language technique is this, and what picture does it create in your mind?
 
2. [Retrieval] According to the poem, what do the oak's roots do?
 
3. [Inference] The poem says “time cannot own” the oak tree. What do you think this phrase means?
 
4. [Inference] Clue + Knowledge = Inference. The poem mentions children who climb the tree, “then grow up and leave” and “come back years later”. What do we know about how people change as they grow up? What does this suggest about how the tree stays the same while people change around it?
 
5. [Summarising] In your own words, what is this poem mainly about?
 


The Lighthouse Keeper's Diary
Passage 6  ·  Upper KS2 (Year 5–6)  ·  Fiction (diary entry)  ·  approx. 380 words
Tuesday, 14th October
The storm arrived just after midnight, exactly as I had feared it would. I had watched the sky turning that peculiar shade of green-grey all afternoon, the kind of colour the sea only shows before it means business, and I knew there would be little sleep for me tonight.
By one in the morning, the waves were crashing so hard against the rocks below that I could feel the whole tower trembling beneath my feet. I climbed the spiral staircase to the lamp room, my lantern swinging wildly with every gust that found its way through the gaps in the old stone walls, and checked that the great light was still turning steadily. It was, thank goodness. Whatever else might happen tonight, that light had to keep turning.
Somewhere out there, beyond the wall of rain, I knew there were ships. There always were, this time of year, making the last crossings before winter closed the harbour properly. I thought of my own father, who had kept this same lighthouse thirty years before me, and how he used to say that the light wasn't really for the ships at all. It was a promise. A promise that someone was watching, that someone would notice if a vessel didn't make it through.
Around three, I thought I saw something out past the rocks, a flicker of red that shouldn't have been there. A flare, perhaps, or simply my tired eyes playing tricks after so many hours awake. I watched for a long while, my hand gripping the cold rail, but it did not come again. Perhaps it was nothing. Perhaps it was everything. I will not know until the harbourmaster's report reaches me tomorrow, and until then, all I can do is keep the light turning and hope that whatever I saw, or didn't see, out there in the dark, finds its way safely home.
By dawn, the storm had blown itself out, leaving the sea strangely calm, as if nothing at all had happened.
Questions
1. [Retrieval] What time did the storm arrive, according to the diary?
 
2. [Vocabulary] The keeper describes the sky as “that peculiar shade of green-grey”. What does the word ‘peculiar’ suggest about this colour?
 
3. [Inference] Clue + Knowledge = Inference. The keeper says the light “wasn't really for the ships at all. It was a promise.” What do we know about what a promise means to someone waiting for help? What does this tell us about why the keeper's father saw the job as more than just switching on a light?
 
4. [Inference] Why do you think the keeper isn't sure whether the red flicker was a flare or “tired eyes playing tricks”? What does this uncertainty tell us about the conditions that night?
 
5. [Evaluation] Do you think the diary format (rather than a normal story) makes the events feel more or less dramatic? Explain your answer.
 
6. [Summarising] Summarise the diary entry in three sentences, covering what happened, what the keeper noticed, and how the entry ends.
 
7. [Prediction] What do you think the harbourmaster's report might reveal the next day? Use evidence from the text to support your prediction.
 


Journey to the Deep Sea
Passage 7  ·  Upper KS2 (Year 5–6)  ·  Non-fiction  ·  approx. 380 words
Beneath the surface of the ocean lies a world that very few people will ever see with their own eyes. As sunlight fades with depth, the ocean is often divided into zones, each with its own remarkable conditions and creatures adapted to survive there.
The sunlight zone extends from the surface down to around 200 metres. This is where most marine plants and the majority of ocean life exist, since sunlight is still able to reach through the water to support photosynthesis. Below this lies the twilight zone, where sunlight becomes dim and eventually disappears altogether. Many creatures here have developed extraordinary adaptations, including the ability to produce their own light through a process called bioluminescence.
Deeper still is the midnight zone, a region of complete darkness that begins at roughly 1,000 metres and continues down for thousands of metres further. The pressure here is immense, hundreds of times greater than at the surface, and temperatures hover just above freezing. Despite these extreme conditions, scientists have discovered a surprising variety of life, from strange, translucent fish to creatures with enormous eyes adapted to detect the faintest traces of light.
Perhaps most astonishing of all are the hydrothermal vents found on parts of the ocean floor, where mineral-rich water, heated by the Earth's core, escapes through cracks in the seabed. Entire ecosystems have been found thriving around these vents, supported not by sunlight, as almost all life on the surface depends on, but by bacteria that convert chemicals from the vent water into energy.
Exploring these depths remains one of the greatest challenges scientists face. In fact, a far smaller proportion of the deep ocean floor has been mapped in detail compared with the surface of the Moon, which says a great deal about how much of our own planet remains unexplored.
Questions
1. [Retrieval] What is the approximate depth of the sunlight zone?
 
2. [Vocabulary] What does the word ‘bioluminescence’ mean, based on the information given in the text?
 
3. [Retrieval] What powers the ecosystems found around hydrothermal vents, if not sunlight?
 
4. [Inference] Why do you think creatures in the midnight zone have developed enormous eyes, even though there is very little light?
 
5. [Evaluation] The text compares deep ocean exploration to mapping the Moon. Why do you think the writer chose this particular comparison?
 
6. [Summarising] Summarise the four ocean zones described in the text in no more than four sentences, one per zone.
 


Local Hero Saves the Day
Passage 8  ·  Upper KS2 (Year 5–6)  ·  Non-fiction (newspaper report)  ·  approx. 350 words
RIVERSIDE TIMES — A local resident was praised by neighbours and emergency services yesterday after pulling a young boy from the swollen waters of the River Aldern following heavy overnight rainfall.
Daniel Osei, 34, a delivery driver from nearby Millfield Road, was walking along the riverside path shortly after 8am when he noticed a child struggling in the fast-moving current close to Aldern Bridge. Without hesitating, Mr Osei climbed down the bank and waded into the water, managing to grab hold of the boy and pull him to safety moments before paramedics arrived on the scene.
“I didn't really think about it, I just reacted,” Mr Osei told reporters at the scene. “Anyone would have done the same thing in that situation.”
The boy, whose name has not been released at the family's request, was taken to Riverside General Hospital as a precaution but is reported to be in a stable condition. His family have since thanked Mr Osei personally, describing him as “a hero who didn't think twice”.
Fire and Rescue crews, who arrived shortly after the rescue, confirmed that the river's water levels had risen significantly following two days of heavy rain, and warned local residents to avoid the riverside path until conditions improve.
“This incident is a reminder of how quickly river conditions can change after heavy rainfall,” said a spokesperson for the local council. “We would urge everyone, particularly families with young children, to take extra care near riverbanks during and after periods of poor weather.”
Mr Osei has been nominated for a community bravery award, which will be presented at a ceremony later this year.
Questions
1. [Retrieval] Where does Daniel Osei live, and what is his job?
 
2. [Retrieval] What time did the incident happen, and where?
 
3. [Vocabulary] What does the word ‘swollen’ suggest about the state of the river that morning?
 
4. [Inference] Clue + Knowledge = Inference. Mr Osei says, “I didn't really think about it, I just reacted.” What do we know about how people often behave in emergencies? What does this tell us about Mr Osei's character, even though he downplays his own actions?
 
5. [Evaluation] Why do you think the reporter included a quote from the council spokesperson about river safety, rather than ending the report after the family's thanks?
 
6. [Summarising] Summarise this news report in no more than three sentences, covering who, what, and why it matters.
 


Answer Key
Guidance answers for each passage. Many inference, evaluation and summarising questions are open-ended; the notes below describe what a well-reasoned answer should include rather than a single fixed response.
1. The Lost Kitten
1. Behind the shed, among the old plant pots.
2. Her scarf.
3. It tells us the kitten was cold and frightened.
4. Accept reasonable answers linking warmth/comfort to the kitten calming down and feeling safe (e.g. the kitten felt warmer and safer, which is why it stopped shivering and began to purr).
5. Open answer; look for a prediction supported by the text, e.g. Mia might check on Storm, feed her again, or ask if they can keep her.
2. All About Bees
1. Black and yellow.
2. Nectar.
3. The process of carrying pollen from one flower to another, helping new plants grow.
4. To lay eggs.
5. Open answer; should reflect that bees help fruits and vegetables grow through pollination.
3. The Treehouse Secret
1. Old photographs, a folded map, and a note.
2. “Knelt” or accept “lifted the lid carefully” as evidence of careful/deliberate action; look for pupils identifying context clues.
3. Accept answers recognising that a racing heart shows strong excitement, and that Jamal was very eager to explore the treehouse.
4. Open answer; look for reasoning about the note being meant for any future finder, suggesting a tradition of passing on the adventure.
5. Open answer with textual support, e.g. treasure, another clue, or a disappointment; accept any answer that references the map or the mark by the oak tree.
6. Open answer; should mention finding the tin box and deciding to follow the map.
4. The Great Fire of London
1. 1666.
2. Pudding Lane, owned by Thomas Farriner.
3. It suggests fewer people died than you might expect from such a destructive fire.
4. Accept answers referencing closely packed wooden houses and strong wind.
5. Open answer; should mention brick/stone rebuilding and wider streets to prevent future fires spreading so easily.
5. The Old Oak Tree
1. Simile/personification (branches compared to arms); look for description of a wide, welcoming, human-like image.
2. They dig down deep where the cool earth lies still.
3. Accept answers suggesting the tree seems permanent or untouched by the passing of time.
4. Accept answers recognising that people grow up and change, while the tree stays constant, creating a contrast between human change and the tree's endurance.
5. Open answer; should reflect the tree's endurance and constancy over time.
6. The Lighthouse Keeper's Diary
1. Just after midnight.
2. It suggests the colour was unusual or ominous, a warning sign.
3. Accept answers connecting a promise to reassurance/reliability, and recognising the father saw the role as caring for people, not just operating a light.
4. Accept answers referencing exhaustion, poor visibility, and the difficulty of trusting your own senses during a storm at night.
5. Open answer with justified reasoning either way.
6. Open answer; should cover the storm's arrival, the keeper checking the light and seeing the red flicker, and the calm dawn.
7. Open answer with textual support, e.g. a rescued ship, no incident at all, or news of a vessel in difficulty.
7. Journey to the Deep Sea
1. From the surface down to around 200 metres.
2. The ability of some creatures to produce their own light.
3. Bacteria that convert chemicals from the vent water into energy.
4. Accept answers referencing the need to detect faint traces of light in a very dark environment.
5. Open answer; should recognise the comparison emphasises how little of the deep ocean has been explored.
6. Open answer covering the sunlight, twilight, midnight zones and hydrothermal vents, one sentence each.
8. Local Hero Saves the Day
1. Millfield Road; he is a delivery driver.
2. Shortly after 8am, near Aldern Bridge.
3. It suggests the river was much fuller and more dangerous than usual.
4. Accept answers recognising that people often act instinctively to help in emergencies, and that this shows Mr Osei's bravery despite his modesty.
5. Open answer; should recognise the safety message adds public value beyond just reporting the rescue.
6. Open answer covering Daniel Osei rescuing the boy from the river and the wider safety warning.
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